














RE OF i,
Y Ouy,,
4

©
&
o

m2030

Introduction

The following is a compilation of input
from 2010 General Plan summer outreach
meetings. Staff has compiled this
information from the following sources:

» General Plan summer outreach meeting
comments (Saturday, July 24, City Hall,
71 participants; and Thursday, July 29,
Senior Center, 75 participants). A total
of 41 comment cards were also collected
at these meetings.

=  Four “on-line” comment cards received
via the mountainview2030.com website.

Staff reviewed all of the input and
organized the information into different
General Plan topics such as land use,
transportation, etc.; by geographic area; and
other comments and suggestions.

General Plan Topics

LAND USE AND DESIGN

Density and Growth

= Support for increased residential
densities in areas that already support
residential uses and that are close to jobs
and services, specifically El Camino Real
and San Antonio Center change areas.
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Increased density must be supported by
improved transit linkages and quality
design.

Businesses

Preserve existing businesses and ensure
commercial services and businesses in
other areas of the City will not detract
from the Downtown.

Concern for introducing residential uses
into predominately commercial areas, as
it could limit commerecial flexibility in
the area.

Participants support additional grocery
stores, with specific mention of a
Downtown location and other potential
village center locations. However, some
participants mentioned that the
downtown Asian market is a grocery
store that is often overlooked.

Village Centers

Participants supported “village centers”,
but some felt access to these centers is
sometimes limited and that there are too
few of them to improve overall City
walkability.

Support for plazas and parks in village
centers that provide community

gathering places.

Design

Participants supported a maximum
building height of 4-5 stories along
major thoroughfares. They are
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concerned that exceeding this height
will impact nearby residential
properties and views of the mountains.

* There was interest in continuing to
beautify Mountain View’s roadways
with landscaping.

Mixed-Use

* Mixed-use is a desirable opportunity,
but must be carefully weighed with
traffic impacts.

Green Building

* There is strong support for developing a
green building ordinance that
encourages the use of green
materials/recycled materials, alternative
energy sources, reduce water use, and
efficient landscaping.

MOBILITY

General

* Participants expressed strong support
for developing improved alternative
transportation options and links within
the city, including supporting high
speed rail, developing a local shuttle
system, expanding bus services, and
improving/expanding bike routes.

Shuttles

» Participants suggested the development
of a shuttle service at low cost (or free)
that connects neighborhoods, village
centers and popular destinations.

Walkability

* Improve walkability in the city by
increasing sidewalk widths, creating
dedicated pedestrian pathways and
improving pedestrian safety.

Bikes

* Participants liked the idea of developing
bike boulevards and targeted the North
Bayshore and Whisman as areas for
additional bike paths.

* There were some specific ideas for bike

paths:

@ Shoreline Blvd. could be a single lane
each way with added bike lanes;

@ El Camino could eliminate parking
and include a new bike path;

o Castro could be closed to cars and
allow bike traffic. |

Rail

* Participants expressed both support for
High Speed Rail as well as concern
about High Speed Rail and its noise and
traffic impacts.

* Complaints about existing noise and
appearance of Caltrain rail system.

Parking

» Participants supported changing
parking requirements for new
development, such as setting parking
maximums or charging for parking. One
participant thought there was a shortage
of parking.
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HOUSING

There is a strong desire to see more
affordable housing for all types of
workers, as well as an increase in the
quality of rental units.

Participants wanted to see an increase in
single-family housing and, if more
density is desired, allow for more in-law
units or granny flats.

Housing near TOD’s would attract
younger people, as well as support local
workers.

PARKS AND RECREATION

Expand the pedestrian trail system
within the City, specifically encouraging
a trail along the Hetch-Hetchy Corridor

Preserve our parks and encourage more
active open space areas. One suggested
anew dog park at Eagle Park.

Encourage indoor adult public centers
that provide recreational activities.

Preserve parks and open space.

Find opportunities for urban
agriculture.

Planning Area Comments

NORTH BAYSHORE

Strong support was expressed to
introduce mixed-use, providing
commercial services that are lacking in
the area.

This can be an area of greater density,
building height and mix of uses, with a
seamless network of pedestrian and
bicycle paths. However, some
participants feel that this design will
alter the “small town” feel of Mountain
View.

Some residents feel the City should add
housing to the area, along with key
community services (i.e. grocery store)
in order to support jobs in the area and
to lessen traffic impacts. Others felt that
residential uses will be isolated and
disconnected from community services
(and schools), incompatible with traffic
and concert noise, and that the area
should be preserved for R&D uses. A
few participants noted that there should
be limited to no new development in
order to preserve natural areas, like
Shoreline Park.

Improve traffic congestion in the North
Bayshore area, paying particular
attention to reconceptualizing Shoreline
Blvd. Improve transit options
connecting North Bayshore with
neighboring areas in the City (including
Downtown, Whisman, San Antonio, El
Camino).

SAN ANTONIO

Improving transit access and circulation
at San Antonio is important. This
includes better Caltrain crossings,
improved traffic flow and management,
as well as reducing block sizes.

Participants support introducing
residential uses into the San Antonio
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project, but are concerned that
residential uses will impact traffic.

* Some want to see greater density, while
others want less intense development
patterns. They are concerned that this
center will become another Santana
Row development. All participants
agree that they want to see more green
space in this area of the City.

EL CAMINO

* Participants like the idea of more mixed-
use and of increasing the height and
density along El Camino, as long as
there is little to no impact to
neighboring residential uses. Particular
concerns were noted regarding traffic
and building heights impacting other
properties.

* El Camino should incorporate better
pedestrian design. However, one
participant had concerns of the impact
the Grand Boulevard Initiative would
have on noise, traffic and increased
police activity on her neighborhood
near El Camino.

EAST WHISMAN

» People want to see more commercial
services in East Whisman. Participants
noted interest in a consistent
pedestrian/bike path through the
neighborhood and reduced block size.

Other Areas and Comments

DOWNTOWN

» There were concerns noted about
reducing noise in the downtown, mostly
related to train operations.

* Participants see Downtown as an area
for high rises and density, including
mixed-use, as long as the viability of
businesses are preserved. Others view
Castro Street as an opportunity to
reduce vehicle access and improve
pedestrian space by designing walkable,
green and public spaces.

* Improve Moffett Boulevard near
downtown by redeveloping parcels and
improving the streetscape.

MAYFIELD

* The Mayfield development should be
developed as single-family detached
homes.

SENIORS
* Consider changing demographics
towards more seniors.

CHILDREN
* More attention needs to be given to the
impact of residential growth on schools.

* The General Plan should encourage new
development to incorporate larger
children “play areas.”
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HEALTH SERVICES

= Health services (i.e. Kaiser and El
Camino Hospital) located in Mountain
View are important to the community.

VIEWS

* Itis important to keep mountain views
visible from roadways and major
thoroughfares.

ZONING CODE

» Participants suggested changes to the
zoning code, including introducing
form-based codes, incentives to
encourage the assembly of parcels and
incentives for new development to
include pedestrian/bike paths.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS

* Demonstrate whether economic
conditions will improve to substantiate
the need for higher density along El
Camino Real

* Need to know approximate number of
projected new housing units

* Need to understand the impact of
greater density on community services

* A progress report should be included in
the new General Plan that describes
how well the prior General Plan has
been implemented

* Encourage the General Plan to quantify
goals for sustainability. For example,
zero waste, transportation trips, CO2
emission, and green building
development could be quantified.
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