mountain View coaiiion
sustainable plar?lr:llng GreenSpacesMV

September 29, 2026
Re: Draft Decarbonization Plan
Dear Chair and Members of the Council Sustainability Committee,

We, members of the Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning (MVCSP), Bike Walk MVLA (BWMVLA),
and GreenSpacesMV, strongly support the direction of the draft and particularly appreciate its integrated,
multi-pronged approach to decarbonization.

A comprehensive approach to climate policy should address both sides of the carbon cycle. Human
activities add greenhouse gases to the atmosphere, while trees, vegetation, soils, wetlands, and other natural
systems remove and store carbon. A comprehensive carbon-neutrality strategy therefore needs to do both:
reduce emissions at their sources while protecting and strengthening the carbon sinks that remove and store
carbon over time.

We’re pleased that Climate Forward addresses both sides of the sink-source framework. The draft
includes substantial work on emissions reduction through buildings, transportation, and waste, as well as a
dedicated Ecosystem Sequestration chapter that connects this work to implementation of the Biodiversity and
Urban Forest Plan (BUFP). For buildings and development, we encourage the City to look for additional
opportunities to advance energy efficiency and passive design, renewable-energy generation and storage, and
efficient use of roof space for solar and vegetation.

On the source side, we appreciate that the Clean Transportation section recognizes that decarbonization
requires more than vehicle electrification. It includes active transportation, e-bikes, transit and shuttles,
micromobility, Transportation Demand Management, transit-supportive land use, and parking. Action 18 also
connects Climate Forward with implementation of the Active Transportation Plan (ATP). Electrification is
essential, but electrifying an existing pattern of single-occupancy vehicle dependence isn'’t, by itself, a
sustainable transportation strategy. A well-rounded approach should also reduce vehicle travel and make
low-carbon modes practical and attractive choices for everyday ftrips.

On the sink side, protecting and strengthening carbon storage requires more than planting new trees. It also
means protecting mature trees and the carbon they already store, maintaining a healthy and resilient urban
forest, protecting healthy soils and natural areas, restoring ecosystems, and ensuring that City policies and
management practices support net gains in canopy and long-term carbon storage. Climate Forward already
recognizes many of these relationships and identifies the BUFP as the foundation for the City’s urban-forest
and natural-area work.

These should operate as complementary strategies. Transportation, land use, urban forestry, biodiversity, heat
resilience, stormwater, and public space can advance multiple climate goals when considered together from
the beginning.



Recommendations

Our recommendations focus on strengthening this source-and-sink framework through both existing and new
actions. Specific proposed language for incorporating these recommendations into Climate Forward is
provided in Attachment 1.

Reduce Emissions at the Source

1. Strengthen Building Efficiency and Decarbonization in Development Review. Strengthen Action 4 so
development review considers energy efficiency and passive design alongside electrification, including building
energy demand, on-site renewable energy and storage, natural ventilation, solar heat-gain reduction, and
efficient use of roof space for solar and vegetation.

2. Update AccessMV into a Citywide Transportation Plan. AccessMV was adopted in 2021 to bring
together more than 30 transportation plans and studies, identify multimodal network gaps, and prioritize
improvements. It was a useful foundation, but doesn’t provide the citywide framework needed to coordinate
Mountain View’s transportation and climate goals. The City’s 2019 Shuttle Study identified the need for an
integrated transit plan and anticipated development of a preferred service plan, which does not appear to have
been completed. Redwood City, a similarly sized nearby city, has a Citywide Transportation Plan that provides
this higher-level framework. We recommend building on AccessMV and completing the City’s unfinished
transit-planning work through a Citywide Transportation Plan with long-term goals, measurable targets,
investment priorities, and an implementation framework across all modes.

3. Strengthen Transit and First/Last-Mile Transportation. Transit needs to be a practical, accessible, and
comfortable alternative to driving. Mountain View’s own transit research found that frequency, proximity to
destinations, service hours, and proximity to home were the factors most likely to increase transit use,
reinforcing the importance of treating the complete trip as a system. Strengthen Action 15 to address the
complete transit experience, including first/last-mile connections, safe access, accessibility, seating, shade and
shelter, wayfinding, transfers, and coordination among Caltrain, VTA, City, and employer shuttle services.

4. Strengthen VMT Reduction and Modernize Transportation Project Evaluation. Establish measurable
VMT-reduction targets and track whether transportation investments are reducing vehicle travel and shifting
trips to lower-carbon modes. Mountain View already has a 2021 Multimodal Transportation Analysis (MTA)
framework for development projects that evaluates bicycle, pedestrian, and vehicle effects together. City-led
transportation projects should have a comparable framework for evaluating alternatives against the City’s
safety, mode-shift, VMT, and climate goals. LOS still influences transportation projects such as Rengstorff
Avenue and Middlefield Road, potentially constraining alternatives that advance these goals. LOS can remain
an operational measure, but it shouldn’t drive project decisions at the expense of broader City goals.

Protect and Strengthen Carbon Sinks

5. Institutionalize Green Complete Streets. Green Complete Streets connect both sides of Climate Forward
by reducing transportation emissions while expanding green infrastructure, carbon storage, and climate
resilience. Make them standard practice for transportation projects, integrating multimodal safety and access
with urban forestry, shade, green stormwater infrastructure, biodiversity, and public space from project initiation
through construction.


https://mountainview.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=9422505&GUID=85ED06B9-ADDB-4EB2-98E7-93B6DE838EC1
https://www.mountainview.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/616/637939935657430000
https://www.mountainview.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2322/637957259243370000

6. Protect and Expand Urban Tree Canopy, Native Vegetation, Healthy Soils, and Habitat. Strengthen
Action 26 to connect implementation of the Biodiversity and Urban Forest Plan (BUFP) to Climate Forward’s
carbon-sink strategy. Prioritize mature-tree protection, including strengthening the Heritage Tree Ordinance to
minimize mature-tree loss from development, as well as urban canopy, native vegetation, healthy soils, habitat,
and biodiversity. Update the City’s 2003 Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Plan to support these ecological
objectives and reduce reliance on pesticides. Measure net canopy, tree removals, long-term survival, and
carbon storage in addition to trees planted.

7. Integrate Ecosystem Sequestration Throughout Climate Forward. Bring the existing Ecosystem
Sequestration work forward near the beginning of the plan and use the source-and-sink framework to connect
related actions throughout Climate Forward, rather than treating sequestration primarily as a separate chapter.

Together, these recommendations strengthen Climate Forward’s source-and-sink framework: reducing
emissions from buildings and transportation while protecting and expanding the natural systems that remove
and store carbon. Attachment 1 provides specific proposed language for incorporating these recommendations
into the Plan.

Sincerely,

April Webster, MVCSP and Bike Walk MVLA

Michael Abramson, MVCSP

Bruce England, MVCSP and Bike Walk MVLA

Tracy Ferea, GreenSpacesMV

Rashmi Sahai, GreenSpacesMV

Zachary Kwak, Community Member

Isaac Stone, signing in an individual capacity

Hala Alshahwany, Mountain View Environmental Sustainability Task Force #2
Mary Dateo, GreenSpacesMV

Leslie Friedman, GreenSpacesMV

On behalf of

Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning (MVCSP)
Bike Walk MVLA (BWMVLA)

GreenSpacesMV

About Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning

The Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning is a local volunteer-based organization dedicated to making Mountain View as beautiful,
economically healthy, transit, bicycle, and pedestrian accessible, and affordable as possible. MVCSP member interest and expertise covers areas such
as housing, transportation, the environment, the economy, and beyond!

For more information, see http://www.mvcsp.org. To contact us, send email to mvesp.info@gmail.com.

Address: 817 Montgomery Street, Mountain View, CA 94041

About GreenSpacesMV

Our focus is on biodiversity, native, drought-tolerant, and pollinator-friendly landscaping, complete green streets, parks and other open spaces, including
Privately owned, publicly accessible (or POPA) park spaces, and so on.

For more information, see https://www.facebook.com/GreenSpacesMV. To contact us, send email to GreenSpacesMV.info@gmail.com.

Address: 817 Montgomery Street, Mountain View, CA 94041

About Bike Walk MVLA

Bike Walk MVLA, formerly the Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition Mountain View—Los Altos Local Team, is a volunteer-led community group advocating for
safer, greener, and better-connected streets for people walking, bicycling, and rolling. Our work includes transportation policy, Green Complete Streets,
walking and bicycling infrastructure, and community bicycling events.

To contact us, send email to BikeWalkMVLA@gmail.com.



https://www.mountainview.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/4256/637977169470200000
http://www.mvcsp.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GreenSpacesMV
mailto:GreenSpacesMV.info@gmail.com
mailto:bikewalkmvla@gmail.com

Attachment 1: Proposed Changes to Climate Forward

The following language illustrates how these recommendations could be incorporated into the existing Climate

Forward framework.

Action

Change

Proposed language

4 — Integration into City
Policies and Programs

Strengthen

Expand Action 4’s development-review work to address energy
efficiency and passive design alongside electrification. Evaluate
opportunities within the City’s legal authority to reduce building
energy demand and support on-site renewable energy and
storage, natural ventilation, solar heat-gain reduction, and
efficient use of roof space for solar and vegetation.

New — Citywide
Transportation Plan

Add

Update and expand AccessMV into a comprehensive Citywide
Transportation Plan that establishes the City’s long-term
transportation vision, goals, policies, measurable targets,
investment priorities, and implementation framework across all
modes. Integrate the Active Transportation Plan, transit, Vision
Zero, transportation demand management, land use, Green
Complete Streets, and transportation decarbonization within a
common citywide framework.

15 — Transit and Shuttle
Connections

Strengthen

Strengthen Action 15 to improve transit frequency, coverage,
reliability, and connections, including coordination among
Caltrain, VTA, City, and employer shuttle services. Treat the
complete transit trip as a system, improving first/last-mile
walking and bicycling connections, accessibility, seating, shade
and shelter, wayfinding, transfers, and the passenger
experience at stops and stations. Regularly evaluate service,
access, usability, and gaps using ridership, travel patterns,
community needs, and barriers to use, with measurable targets
for increasing transit use and reducing vehicle trips.




Action

Change

Proposed language

New — VMT Reduction and
Transportation Project
Evaluation

Add

Strengthen VMT reduction and modernize transportation project
evaluation. Establish measurable VMT-reduction and mode-shift
targets and monitor whether City transportation programs and
investments are reducing vehicle travel. Evaluate City-led
transportation projects against safety, multimodal accessibility,
VMT and mode shift, greenhouse-gas reduction, equity, and other
adopted City objectives. Automobile LOS may remain one
operational measure, but should not drive project decisions at the
expense of broader City objectives.

18 — Active Transportation
and Safe Connections

Strengthen

Explicitly connect implementation of the Active Transportation
Plan to VMT reduction, mode shift, and greenhouse-gas
reduction, and integrate Green Complete Streets and BUFP
objectives early in project development.

New — Green Complete
Streets

Add

Institutionalize Green Complete Streets. Make Green Complete
Streets a standard approach to transportation capital projects,
integrating walking, bicycling, transit, accessibility, traffic safety,
urban forestry, shade, green stormwater infrastructure,
biodiversity, and public-space objectives from project initiation
through design and construction.

26 — Urban Forest
Enhancement

Strengthen

Implement the Biodiversity and Urban Forest Plan as a core
component of the City’s ecosystem-sequestration strategy.
Protect mature trees and existing carbon stocks, including by
strengthening the Heritage Tree Ordinance to minimize loss from
development. Expand urban canopy and native vegetation.
Support healthy soils, habitat, and biodiversity. Update the City’s
2003 Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Plan to reduce reliance
on pesticides. Measure net canopy, tree removals, long-term
survival, and carbon storage in addition to trees planted.

29 — Implementation
Capacity and Resources

Strengthen

Identify the staffing, funding, and cross-disciplinary capacity
needed to integrate multimodal transportation, urban forestry,
biodiversity, accessibility, VMT, and climate objectives into City
projects.




