
 

 

Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning 
c/o Aaron Grossman 
817 Montgomery Street 
Mountain View, CA 94041 
 
July 30, 2026 
 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
3331 North First Street 
San Jose, CA 95134 

Dear VTA Staff, 

The Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning supports Mountain View’s two OBAG 4 
Complete Streets projects: 

●​ El Camino Real/Castro Street Protected Intersection and Castro Street Bikeway 
●​ El Camino Real/Calderon Avenue/Phyllis Avenue Complete Streets Improvements 

Both projects would provide meaningful safety, accessibility, and active transportation 
improvements while strengthening connections to Caltrans’s protected bike lanes along El 
Camino Real. Creating a continuous, connected bicycle network along and across El Camino 
Real has been a long-standing goal for MVCSP and many other community advocates, and 
these projects represent an important step toward that vision. Together, they would help create 
a safer, more connected active transportation network for people walking and bicycling 
throughout Mountain View. 

MVCSP strongly supports the goals of both projects and appreciates the City’s efforts to provide 
additional information during the application process. The City’s July 29 responses clarified 
several questions regarding the projects’ current stage of development, future Caltrans review, 
green infrastructure, and planned community engagement. Some important questions remain, 
however, so we’re only able to provide a qualified letter of support. In particular, our remaining 
questions focus on whether the proposed designs will provide safe and comfortable facilities for 
people of all ages and abilities; which safety and design elements are committed project 
components versus still subject to future evaluation; how community feedback informed the final 
applications; and what specific opportunities the community will have to provide input as the 



projects move through design, including how that feedback will be considered in later design 
decisions. 

We also appreciate VTA’s extension, which gave MVCSP additional time to receive information 
from the City and review the final Complete Streets Checklists. The City provided updated 
materials on July 29 that clarified several questions. The additional information was helpful, 
although the remaining review period did not provide sufficient time for MVCSP to fully evaluate 
the revisions and ask follow-up questions before the extended deadline. 

In particular, we had hoped for additional clarity regarding: 

●​ which bicycle, pedestrian, and intersection safety treatments are committed elements of 
the funded projects, as opposed to those described as “where feasible,” “to be 
considered,” or subject to later evaluation or approval, particularly where those 
treatments are central to the projects’ safety objectives or have been presented to the 
community as anticipated project benefits;​
 

●​ the basis for proposing Class II or buffered bicycle facilities on Calderon Avenue and 
Phyllis Avenue, given that these streets are identified as part of Mountain View’s 
proposed All Ages and Abilities network, and what committed design and access 
improvements will ensure a safe, comfortable, and continuous connection between the 
protected bikeway on El Camino Real and the existing bicycle facilities on Calderon 
Avenue and Phyllis Avenue, while implementing the 2019 El Camino Real Streetscape 
Plan’s cross-corridor concept;​
 

●​ which bicycle facilities and pedestrian safety improvements are committed as part of the 
Castro Street project, given apparent differences among the Complete Streets Checklist, 
the City’s project webpage, the adopted CIP scope, and the 2023 Castro Street Bikeway 
Feasibility Study, particularly regarding the proposed Class II bikeway, buffer placement 
adjacent to parking, the Yosemite Avenue pedestrian refuge island, and other 
intersection safety treatments;​
 

●​ how the comments and recommendations summarized from the June 24 B/PAC meeting 
informed the final applications, including which recommendations resulted in changes, 
which were deferred to design, and which were not incorporated; and​
 

●​ what recent, project-specific outreach was conducted with nearby schools, residents, 
businesses, and community organizations regarding the proposed designs, who 
participated, and how the feedback received informed the final applications. 

We ask VTA to consider the remaining uncertainties regarding the committed project scope and 
the extent to which community feedback informed the final applications. 



As they move into design, we hope the City will engage community members collaboratively 
throughout the process, prioritize safety, accessibility, and comfort, and clearly share how 
community input shapes later design decisions. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments and hope they are helpful as VTA 
evaluates these applications. 

Sincerely, 

 

April Webster​
Bruce England​
On behalf of the Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning (MVCSP) 

About Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning 
The Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning is a local volunteer-based organization dedicated to making 
Mountain View as beautiful, economically healthy, transit, bicycle, and pedestrian accessible, and affordable as 
possible. MVCSP member interest and expertise covers areas such as housing, transportation, the environment, the 
economy, and beyond! 
For more information, see http://www.mvcsp.org. 
To contact us, send email to mvcsp.info@gmail.com. 

http://www.mvcsp.org

